Impressions from the Anjuman Al-Pathan conference
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By Eyai A, Be'are

it was an overwtielming sght at the auditorium where the
secont conference of the Anjuman Al-Pathan (the Pathans
muovernent of Rajasthan) was heing held. There were about a
thousand pecgle In the hall, locking a% a soresn dominated by
the image of an vaghe with wings autstretehed, and a8 barmer
proclaiming W La Education”,

1 had heen invited by the president of the o,
Colonel Abdul Rascol Xhan, and the Wce- President, Hassam .
Muhamad  Khen. There were |nteresting speeches and —
obgervations about the Pathans’ copatiiities, their cowvrage and  £vw.  Seorm (M), Petham
Persevarance, the ambition and excellance in various fieids.  Sesarcher, 4o Ushwsty &
In tloe past, when the lesdershn was stll tntal, the Psthan
“hirga” fulfilied a role similar to that of the "Anfuman®, and

acted as an assembiy of kya makers, The term Jirga is originaly Mongolen and means 'a
cirche’, referring (o the motle of seating of the assembly. The  Jgra, was for many years, the
scle ou(honky in all communtty matters. The 1 Q! | M. Elph reparted in his
ook The Mistovy of India’ that the g played 2 major robe in ty fife « thg ref
= about the first decades of the 19 century. The Jrga described by Jomes Spain in 1963 Is
N differant from that of Elphmstons®, The very existence of the Jirga for o long proves that
custom, society and law are mterwoven in the community We of Pathans,

Mukullka Banerjee (2000) wrote that the Tega s st active in [ndia’, However, it
seems that it5 fundtions have changed = different regions, it = possible that Jirga is still 2
force in the Andbea Pradesh province, but Professor Navras Aafreedi from Presidency
University contends that in his birth town Malihabad In \ttar Pradesh, the lirga ceased ts
activities after August 3947, when India gained mdependence. There was o dacline in the
influence of the Jiraa in all Pathan regions, and as an skemative they obeyed the Ingian
constitution,

The historical ongin of the Pathans is a subject of Iiteresteg contentions and
contraverses,  Some researchers chart ther trajectory as descencants of Aryans wha
mregrated (o the Indian sub-continent in the second mitlennium BC; others contend that they
are descendants of the andent Egyptians, or Alaxander the Great's soldiers; while some
others befenve they ane destendants of “Boel Israel”.

[n the memoirs of Badshan Khan, o Pathon who was also known as Knan Abdul Ghaffar
Khan, s good friend of Mahatma Gandhl - he writes the Pathans were urged to rexognize and
revere their identity and origins. The massive 1500 year old duols of Buddha m Bamiyan,
Afghanistan, (which were utterly destroyed by the Pathans of the Taliban in March 2001); the

Budchist | y In Ada near alalahad; the Taxila universty; and the works of
art mmunm wood and one - these are 8 proots of the advanced cultural abdity of Pathans
who, In his opinion, progressed no less Lthan the auture of the Chinsze, or that of South East
Asa, Badshah Khan wotes "owr splendid asfture was taken away from 5,” (p, 19),

Cne was pleasantly surprised at the conferencs, to meet people of great social standing
who are well ntegrated n ddferert branches of the narth Indian sodety. Distingushed men
ol women from the fiddz af health, finance, defense, €<onoinics and administration,
apoeared on the padium one by one. Tt was heartereng to 2ee female Pathan doctoral students
who have fought ageinst of odds and the dead waight of tradition 1o reach whene thay have,
Crsbngueshed doctoeal students went up onto the stage to the cheers of the audience, followed
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by college students, high school and pnmary =chodd puplis, & reaplents of prizes ang
for theer

One also was fortunate to witness the soulful and pognaat music of Notens, & visuslly
chalienged singer with the voice of an angel, The atmosphere at the conference was
exubarant; and all the enthusiastic appladse expressed their determination to cantinug in
their endeavars - determination to excel ih edugation so that every Pathan man of woenan
wonld buve the cppartunity ln mc:mvd, wnd %o thet the communltv would march ghaad In
turn. The positive and o that this vy has undergone is indeed
remaricable

The president of the movemnert, Colonsd Abdut-fascct Khan, gave an impassicnad
FORRLN DIAINNG e Prograss of Pathans in the fedd of education, ard then surpnsed me by
inating me up onto the poedwm and embracing me warmly. He declared that the cause of
Pathan education is Insepacable from the need to reitarate the historical ties wh the Jewish
people. He d that ho intends to write an explanatory booklet about tes smgular
relationship, and he even intends Lo visit the State of [sraed in order to learn firsthand about
the historical icenbfication of the Pathans with the people of 1srasl.

Standing an the podium, 1 noticed tha expresson of cententment on the face of Sardsr
Muhamad Khan, the "Bars Hazari™ from the village of Niwsna. He had been an amazing host
a rumber af times while | was researching for a paper cn the Rathans geneafagy. This
research gained great significance in the sumemer cf 2013 when [ discovered that the Pathans
have 20 ancient toaes of genealogy which had beea faunded whilyt still in Afgharsstan. They
were in the safekeeping of Bara Hazan's family. For over 500 years, in accordance with the
derectives of the Pathan nier Sher-Shah Sun {1486-1545) - who had the Grand Trunk road
constructed, and whose tamb & in Sasaram, Bihar = thess families have recocded svery birth,
marriage and death in these bocks,

These books are written in Dhundhan, a script that 15 a blend of Persan, Arabic, Urdw,
Pustity and Aramasc ketters. The writing Is aligned from left 1o right. From the wnitial siuly of
the text we found the records of the first twanty fowr genaratxns of mankond from Adem to
Naah, then Abeatam, [shmaed, [sanc, Jacob and hes twelve =ons, some of who had retained
thewr binlical names (Joseph, phraim, Judah, Zebulun and Gad). The ckhers”
names had heen altered and it & UNKIGRr WhAT thedr SOUrCes are. Benjomin the offspeing. of
Jagot and Rached, is ane of thoss twelve sons. Une of Benjamn's descendants is “Malk-Talot',
whao |5 slsp mentoned in The Holy Quran, and known m the Holy Bible as Kng Saul. Dne of
Saul’s sons is the King Qais Abed-Alreshad, wha came out of the mountalns of Afghanistan in
he seventh century as ne leades of a delegaion ta meet the Prophet Muhammad in the town
of Reding, then joined his army, banging the new religion Istam to the Pathan nation.

This ancent concept has support from mainy sources, stasting trom the Greek Hergdotus in
the 5% century BC anwards and from vadous Hirdu-Afghan chranicles between the 10 and
15" certury, Even in modern times, generals, clerics; and Batish, Norwegian, Amenican and
German researchars, BWng n o workeng an the Hind-Afghan fegians, weite about it profusely.
Accarding 1o these soueces, the Pathan people sriginete fram the nation of Jsrael thus the

onealogical books in Bara-Hatans p add 0 terary-historical
reference to this nction.

Wnen e speaches were done and the spolause had quistened down, we went aut for lunch.
During the meal | met many Pathan friends who embraced me and showed thar affection for
2 guest who had come from afar 1o partxipate in their anaual conference. Many of them took
groat interest in the research currently being undertaken in the ma Universey af Arcl.

[ alzo did faze hastility - fram three fing men wha d me and declared that they
hated Isran) and all Jews, lMU\p(m!hwoptmml,udlslnMmtebecauﬂollu
trestrment of U\e Muslim Palestinions. | was taken aback by such a gesture, and it caused me
tor I in Pathan hospitality. The Pathans are fameus for their devolson to
allummarmmoo.mnmhwmuedﬂalam" Uttar Pradesh and
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Kashmir, had repeatedly been imaressed by tho warmth of the Pamhans’ hespitality, I wos not
suRed by the tatements of nate. [ knew that they stermmed from lack of scquaintance snd
from hosbée pres=. [ seoetly hoped that in the near futuse, some of my Pathan friends would
come and visit Israel; and then maybe their anti-Semitic attitudes to 1srael and the Jews
wouk be alleviated,

Al the end of the conference | found myse¥ sitting next to the *Bara Hazarl®,
surrounded by 30 emthusastic Qroup of Yourgsters who wanted to find thew family ties i the
geneslogy books, Sitbag amongst the community scnbe and the youth, It occurred to me that
the sz of logy Is stll d 0 the heans of young Pathans, despite standng at
crossroads between the strngent Islamic religion and a democratic-secular Indian culture of
the 213t cerrtury. They stll fesd linked to the ofd ancestry which & faithfully recorded to this
very day, and when their bae comes to get married, they will tie the knet enly IMo one of
the familics whost name i written in that books,

As on [sreelt researcher, | felt that Amjuman Al Fathan's wish to rase the level of
Pathan education ks an Important landmark, and indicates the revival of the Pathan lirha in

1 In this conferance one could see haw this gusshed caste is rei G it
histurically and in terms of identity, combinng the past mith present. The Pathans are seeking
1o budd & bridge that connects the two, by wisdy promating educaticn,
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