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Recollecting and connecting all these different ties, we can ask if—in the Purim
celebrated at Cochin around the mid-1500s—there was a renewal of evil's identity,
embodied in the prototype of the malefic Haman?

Yosef Hayim Yerushalmi, in his book Zakhor, reminds us how all the holy Jewish
festivals actually are renewed and are not simply recorded as events of a qualitatively
different history: Each age chooses to live and celebrate the sacred calendar cycle, in the
synagogue and at home, at its own distinct pace. In fact, Yerushalmi points out a proof of
the creation of a “second Purim” in Jewish communities all around the world. Its main
purpose is to commemorate the end of their recent persecution and quasi-annihilation.*®”

As in all the festivities where “parody” dominates—an ephemeral time of
eschatological liberation in which people enjoy the rebirth of an ideal life’®—the negative
element in daily life and in the preservation of Jewish identity was materially and
figuratively exorcized, as it happened during Cochin’s Purim.'%®

Fr. Giacomo Fenizio’s information on the rivalry between Jews, Moplahs, and
St. Thomas Christians; the testimonies of Rabbi Louis Rabinowitz and of P. M. Jussay
regarding their intercommunal disputes, as fought on symbolic ground; and the notice about
the transformation of Haman’s persona in the Virgin or, more recently, into Hitler and
Nasser, lead us to the hypothesis that in the middle of the 16™ century, the Jews of Cochin
and of Parur, along with the New-Christians from Santa Cruz, saw Christ as a metaphor for
the oppressing Christians, thus identifying Him with the figure of the Achaemenid
counsellor.

That is not surprising, since the Jews of Cochin kept the memory of their Iberian
expulsion alive, and since their New Christians neighbors were beginning to feel the “heavy”
grip of the “inquisitorial machine,” which would soon arrest some of them.

This is our interpretation of the silenced voices, only audible through a sort of
“avenged” record. With the rise to power of the Paradesi synagogue group, a new age, and
with it a new historical vision, came into being.*'® No memory of mid-16"-century Purim in
Cochin lingered inside the members of this new group, headed by the Castiel clan. Its
members were interested only in recalling the victorious moments of their past in
Kodungallur, along with their present in Cochin.
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