NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

STEVEN BOWMAN is Professor of Judaic Studies at the University of
Cincinnati where he teaches a number of courses on ancient and medieval
Jewish history. His books include Jews in Byzantium, 1204-1453 (1985) and
The Agony of Greek Jewry During WWII (in press). He has edited and
introduced two Greek Holocaust memoirs and edited and published three other
books. He has contributed articles on medieval and modern Greek Jewry and
several scholarly articles and reviews on various aspects of Jewish history and
archaeology.

MIRIAM DEAN-OTTING is Associate Professor of Religion at Kenyon
College in Ohio. Her current research interests lie in Jewish social history and
intellectual thought of the 19th and 20th centuries. She also has a special
interestin conflict resolution and dialogue between Jews and Arabs. Her recent
articles have, among other subjects, treated the B’rith Shalom work of Schmuel
Hugo Bergman. She is currently writing a book on the Fantas, a prominent
turn-of-the-century Czech Jewish family. She is in the planning stages of a
study of the Calcutta Jewish community.

NATHAN KATZ, the co-editor of this journal, is Professor and Chair of
Religious Studies at Florida International University, Miami, Florida. Among
his dozen books are: Buddhist Images of Human Perfection (2nd ed., Delhi,
India, 1989), The Last Jews of Cochin: Jewish Identity in Hindu India (with
Ellen S. Goldberg, Columbia, SC, 1993), and Who are the Jews of India:
Identity Balanced, Identity Transformed, Identity Aloof (tentative title, Berkeley,
CA, in press).

ABRAHAM D. LAVENDER is Professor of Sociology at Florida International
University, Miami, Florida. He earned his Ph.D. at the University of Maryland,
where he wrote a dissertation on “The Generational Hypothesis of Jewish
Identity.” He is currently the author of five books, including Jewish Farmers
of the Catskills (1995) and A Coat of Many Colors: Jewish Subcommunities in
the United States (1977). He has written scores of scholarly articles and
previously taught at University of Miami and at St. Mary’s College of
Maryland.

NANCY M. SARGON-ZARSKY is the youngest of the late David Sargon’s
three children. She graduated from Trinity College in Conneticut, where she
specialized in Indian and Jewish studies, and earned her Master’s degree from
Columbia University, School of Social Work in New York City. She is a
longtime member of the Zamir Chorale of Boston, a group that performs music
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consisting of Jewish traditions from around the world. She lives in Newton,
MA, with her husband and two children, and may be contacted at
nsargon@aol.com.

L.N.SHARMA is Professor, Emeritus, at Benares Hindu University in India,
where he taught for thirty years and was past Chair of the Department of
Philosophy. He has delivered lectures at various universities in India and
abroad and was a past Visiting Scholar at Harvard University. He has written
several books and articles on the philosophy of religion and has participated in
many conferences and seminars in India, Japan, Germany, U.S., Austria,
Taiwan and several other countries. Since retiring from Benares Hindu
University, he has been engaged in personal academic pursuits.

DIANE M. SHARON is Visiting Assistant Professor in the Department of
Theology at Fordham University/Lincoln Center in New York City. She holds
a Ph.D. in Bible and Ancient Semitic Languages from the Jewish Theological
Seminary of America.

IRA M. SHESKIN is Associate Professor of Geography at the University of
Miami and specializes in Jewish geography and demography. He is a member
of the National Technical Advisory Committee of UJA Federations of North
America that designed and executed the National Jewish Population Survey in
1990 and is currently designing the National Jewish Population survey for the
year 2000. He has completed 18 Jewish demographic studies for Jewish
Federations around the country and has published numerous articles on Jewish
demographics.

FRANK JOSEPH SHULMAN, a bibliographer, editor and consultant for
Western-language reference works on Asia since 1969, is the author of
numerous bibliographies and scholarly guides, the compiler and editor of the
Association for Asian Studies (AAS) bibliographical journal Doctoral
Dissertations on Asia from 1975 through 1996, and a contributor and
bibliographical consultant to the Association’s Bibliography of Asian Studies.
Among his many publications are “Doctoral Dissertations on South Asia,
1966-1970: An Annotated Bibliography covering North America, Europe, and
Australia” (1971); a “Directory of Individuals Interested in the Jews and the
Jewish Communities of the East, Southeast and South Asia” (1993); and “The
Chinese Jews and the Jewish Diasporas in China from the Tang Period (618-
960 A.D.) through the mid-1990’s: A Selected Bibliography” (1998).

SHALVA WEIL is Senior Lecturer in the Department of Education at Ben-
Gurion University in the Negev and Senior Researcher at the NCJW Research
Institute for Innovation in Education at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
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She has specialized in research on the Jews of India for more than 25 years. Her
publications include articles on religious leadership and secular authority,
names and languages among the Bene Israel, Symmetry between Cochin J EWS
and Cnanite Christians in South India, double conversion among the “Children
of Menasseh”, and reviews of books on the Baghdadi Jews. She has curated and

BRIAN WEINSTEIN is Professor of Political Science at Howard University,
Washington, DC. He is the author of several books about language policy and
Africa. His recent conference papers include: “Bible and Talmud as Evidence
of Trade Between India and Israel” and “Charity and Public Service Projects
of Babylonian Jews in India.”



