Letter to the Editor and Response

Correction of the Record

Dear Editor,

An article by Linda Weinhouse published in the last issue of JIIS entitled “Baumgartner’s
Bombay: Postcolonialism and Postmemory"' analyzes Anita Desai's novel Baumgartner’s
Bombay.” Note 1 to the article (on p. 43) quotes what was supposedly a personal
correspendence with me. It reads thus: "Archives of the Bombay Jewish community show
records of a Baumgartner who was interned in the Dehra Dun camp (e-mail communication
from Shalva Weil, 6 August 2009)."

I was perplexed to read this. While the note identified a specific date for an e-mail
communication, I could not recall ever corresponding with Weinhouse. In fact I had not
known of her existence at the time. Further, I do not recall seeing any record concerning a
Baumgartner in the Bombay Jewish community records (which ones?), though this
statement, attributed to me, appears to be the basis on which Professor Weinhouse
discusses Baumgartner’s Jewish identity in the article.

For the record, it should be noted that Desai's mother was a non-Jewish German,
and that in an interview she has said that she was inspired to write the novel by an Austrian
Jew.? It should also be borne in mind that not only German Jews, but many German non-
Jews were interned by the British in India during the Second World War.* In fact, in a
wonderful recent conversation between Anita Desai and her daughter Kirin Desai, Anita
refers to her mother's friends during the war. She told Kirin: "In India, many of her German
friends went into an internment camp near Dehradun. Those who weren't Indian citizens,
theysail went into camps. My mother had become an Indian citizen so she didn't have to
gO“.

I wrote to Professor Weinhouse to clarify the troubling Note, and she responded with
the following email (March 6, 2011): "Dear Shalva, I do not have an email from you. The
information was conveyed to me by Efraim as having been told to him by you orally....”

"Efraim" is Professor Efraim Sicher of Ben-Gurion University, coauthor of an article
with Linda Weinhouse on some of the same material.® Note 1 of that article states: "An
earlier version of passages in this essay first appeared in Linda Weinhouse, "Baumgartner's
Bombay": Postcolonialism and Postmemory,” Journal of Indo-Judaic Studies 11 (2010): 37-
46."”

Efraim Sicher recalled that in August 2009 I had speculated on the idea that the
"real" Baumgartner had been interned at Dehradun along with other German exiles. I had
indeed written to Sicher in private correspondence: "I haven't dealt with this material since
1995.7 I think Desai's novel is brilliant. I interviewed a few people who were interned in
India, but I can't pass judgment”.

Regrettably, Professor Weinhouse’s note gives the mistaken impression that I had
been corresponding with her when I had not, while at the same time it misrepresents the
private communication I had with Professor Sicher in August 2009.

Yours sincerely,
Dr. Shalva Weil,

Senior Researcher,
Hebrew University of Jerusalem
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Apology
Dear Editor,

In her letter, Shalva Weil objects to information in Note 1 of my article "Baumgartner’s
Bombay: Postcolonialism and Postmemory,” which you published in 2010.

That note refers to information in an email she sent to Professor Efraim Sicher on August
g 2009 in which she wrote: “Baumgartner was at Dehra Dun, if I'm not mistaken.”
Professor Sicher shared that email with me. I used it as a footnote regarding a possible
internment of a real life person with the same name as the fictional Baumgartner. It was
not the basis for any of the information that appears in the paper regarding the Austrian
Jew whom Desai has stated in a number of interviews was the model for Baumgartner or
any other information in the paper regarding the internment camps. However, I hereby
apologize for using the email written by Dr. Weil to Professor Sicher in my paper without
obtaining Prof. Weil’s permission.

Sincerely,

Professor Linda Weinhouse
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