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IRAN
1. lranian Defence Minister held meeting with Pakistan PM and Army Chief
Islamabad, Tuesday, 19 January 2016
In an effort to defuse diplomatic tension between Iran and Saudi-Arabia, Pakistan’s Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif, and Raheel Sharif, Chief of Army Staff (COAS) held a meeting
with Hossein Dehghan, Iranian Defence Minister and Ali Shamkhan, Secretary of the
Supreme National Security Council in Tehran.
Source: Dawn, Karachi
http://www.dawn.com/news/1233996
See also: Business Recorder, Karachi
http://www.brecorder.com/top-news/front-top/273838-coas-gen-raheel-meets-iranian-
defence-minister.html
IRAQ
2. Pakistan to enhance counter-terrorism cooperation with lraq
Islamabad, Tuesday, 26 January 2016
Speaker of Pakistan’s National Assembly Ayaz Sadiq led the Pakistan delegation to the
11" session of Parliamentary Union of OIC Member States (PUIC) held in Baghdad. In
his meeting with the Prime Minister of Iraq Haider al-Ebadi, he stressed on the
Iraqgi leadership to further bilateral cooperation with Pakistan.
Source: Associated Press of Pakistan, Islamabad
http://www.app.com.pk/en_/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=384398&Ite
mid=2
See also: Daily Times, Lahore
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/national/26-Jan-2016/ayaz-sadig-for-expanding-pak-irag-
cooperation
KUWAIT
3. Emir of Kuwait lauded Pakistan efforts to de-escalate Iran-Saudi tensions
Islamabad, Wednesday, 27 January 2016
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During a recent meeting with Minister of Information, Managing Director of Kuwaiti
News Agency, Editors of local media and members of Press Association, the Emir of
Kuwait Ahmed al-Sabah appreciated Pakistan’s efforts in sorting the Iran-Saudi Arabia
diplomatic row.

Source: Associated Press of Pakistan, Islamabad
http://www.app.com.pk/en_/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=384644&Ite
mid=2

See also: Business Recorder, Karachi
http://www.brecorder.com/pakistan/general-news/275637-emir-of-kuwait-welcomes-
pakistan-efforts-to-ease-tension-between-iran-and-saudi-arabia.html

SAUDI ARABIA

4. Pakistan concerned over attack on Saudi embassy in Tehran

Islamabad, Monday, 4 January 2016

Pakistan condemned the attack on the Saudi embassy in Tehran on 3 January by
protesters angered by the execution of a Shia cleric by Saudi Arabia. It further expressed
concern over the escalation of Saudi-Iranian tensions which could destabilize the region.
Source: Associated Press of Pakistan, Islamabad
http://www.app.com.pk/en_/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=379841&Ite
mid=2
See also: Dawn, Karachi
http://www.dawn.com/news/1230732
See also: Business Recorder, Karachi
http://www.brecorder.com/top-news/front-top/271002-pakistan-concerned-over-
escalation-of-tensions-between-saudi-arabia-iran.html

5. Pakistan Saudi-Arabia agreed on strengthening bilateral ties
Islamabad, Thursday, 7 January 2016

Saudi Foreign Minister Adel Ahmed held a meeting with Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif and other officials in Islamabad to deliberate over issues of mutual interest
including the ongoing diplomatic row between Iran and Saudi Arabia.
Source: Associated Press of Pakistan, Islamabad
http://www.app.com.pk/en_/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=380672&Ite
mid=2
See also: The News International, Karachi
http://www.thenews.com.pk/latest/88649-Pakistan-Saudi-Arabia-agree-on-joint-counter-
terrorism-efforts
See also: Daily Times, Lahore
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/national/08-Jan-2016/pakistan-saudi-arabia-agree-on-joint-
efforts-against-terrorism-extremism
See also: Dawn, Karachi
http://www.dawn.com/news/1232053
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6. Pakistan Prime Minister reaffirmed unconditional support to Saudi-Arabia
Islamabad, Monday, 11 January 2016

In a meeting with Saudi Defence Minister Prince Salman al Saud at Nur Khan Base in
Rawalpindi, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif underlined the historical, cultural and
diplomatic ties between the two countries and reassured that Pakistan would extend
unconditional support against any threat to Saudi sovereignty and territorial integrity.
Source: Dispatch News Desk, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Lahore
http://www.dnd.com.pk/saudi-defence-minister-arriving-in-pakistan-on-sunday/104028
See also: Pakistan State Times, Karachi
http://www.pstimes.com/2016/01/11/saudi-defence-minister-leaves-after-day-long-visit/
See also: Daily Times, Lahore
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/islamabad/11-Jan-2016/pakistan-reaffirms-full-support-to-
saudi-arabia-against-any-threat

7. Pakistan PM paid a visit to Saudi-Arabia and Iran to defuse the diplomatic
tensions, labelled it a ‘sacred mission’
Islamabad, Tuesday, 19 January 2016
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, along with a high level delegation, visited Saudi Arabia and
Iran on 18-19 January to settle the ongoing diplomatic row between the two countries after
the hanging of a Shia cleric by Saudi Arabia.
Source: Associated Press of Pakistan, Islamabad
http://www.app.com.pk/en_/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=383021&Ite
mid=2
See also: Dawn, Karachi
http://www.dawn.com/news/1233996
See also: Frontier Post, Peshawar
http://www.thefrontierpost.com/article/369333/pm-to-embark-on-s-arabia-iran-visit-today/
See also: Business Recorder, Karachi
http://www.brecorder.com/top-news/pakistan/273899-pm-nawaz-gets-
%E2%80%98encouraging-response%E2%80%99-from-saudi-arabia-iran.html

TURKEY

8. Riot Turkish National Police Delegation met Punjab CM

Islamabad, Sunday, 10 January 2016

A high-level delegation of Turkish National Police held a meeting with Punjab
Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif in Islamabad to acknowledge former’s support in reform
and training of Punjab police.
Source: Associated Press of Pakistan, Islamabad
http://www.app.com.pk/en_/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=381086&Ite
mid=2
See also: The Express Tribune, Karachi
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http://tribune.com.pk/story/1025349/crowd-control-special-anti-riot-police-unit-to-be-set-
up-soon-says-shahbaz/

9. Terrorist attack in Istanbul condemned by Pakistan President
Islamabad, Tuesday, 12 January 2016

President Mamnoon Hussain strongly condemned the  terrorist attack in  Istanbul’s
Sultanahmet Square district on 12 January. The attack was carried out by a Syrian member
of the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) and left 13 people dead.
Source: Associated Press of Pakistan, Islamabad
http://www.app.com.pk/en_/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=381512&Ite
mid=2
See also: Daily Times, Lahore
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/national/12-Jan-2016/pm-condemns-terrorist-attack-in-
istanbul
See also: Business Recorder, Karachi
http://www.brecorder.com/pakistan/general-news/272545-president-condemns-istanbul-
terrorist-attack.html
See also: Daily Times, Lahore
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/national/12-Jan-2016/pm-condemns-terrorist-attack-in-
istanbul

10. Turkish President condemned the attack on Bacha Khan University in
Charsada
Islamabad, Wednesday, 20 January 2016
Turkish President Erdogan conveyed his grief over the terrorist attack at the Bacha Khan
University in Charsada, a town in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province of Pakistan.
Source: Associated Press of Pakistan, Islamabad
http://www.app.com.pk/en_/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=383345&Ite
mid=1

ECONOMIC ISSUES

QATAR

11. Qatar Airways CEO called on Pakistan PM

Islamabad, Tuesday, 5 January 2016

The CEO of Qatar Airways Akbar Al-Baker stated that the airline was keen to enhance
operational facilities in Pakistan.
Source: Associated Press of Pakistan, Islamabad
http://app.com.pk/video/preview.php?id=99295
See also: Pakistan Observer, Karachi
http://www.pressreader.com/pakistan/pakistan-
observer/20160106/282084865787026/TextView

SECURITY ISSUES
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EGYPT
12. Pakistan-Egypt discussed regional security situation and need for enhanced
defence cooperation
Islamabad, Wednesday, 27 January 2016
A meeting was held between the Chairperson of Pakistan’s Joint Chiefs of Staff
Committee (CJCSC), Rashid Mahmood and Defence Minister of Egypt, Sedki Sayed in
Egypt to discuss regional security scenario and prospects for enhancing military
cooperation.
Source: Associated Press of Pakistan, Islamabad
http://www.app.com.pk/en_/index2.php?option=com_content&do pdf=1&id=377324
See also: Pakistan Air Force Press Release, Islamabad
http://www.paf.gov.pk/press_release/uploaded/1450767896.pdf

TURKEY
13. Meeting held between Turkish Defence Delegation and Pakistan Defence

Secretary

Islamabad, Tuesday, 26 January 2016
A meeting was held between Turkish defence delegation led by Hakan Ustem, Turkish
Coast Guard Secretary Defence and Alam Khattak, Pakistan’s Secretary Defence in
Rawalpindi to discuss issues relating to maritime cooperation and regional instability.
Source: Associated Press of Pakistan, Islamabad
http://www.app.com.pk/en_/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=384479&Ite
mid=2
See also: Dawn, Karachi
http://www.dawn.com/news/1235699

MISCELLANEOUS ISSUES

SAUDI-ARABIA

14. Residence permits of 950,000 Pakistanis renewed in Saudi Arabia

Islamabad, Monday, 18 January 2016

The residence permits of 950,000 Pakistani employees were renewed in Saudi Arabia
under the new rule, with a three-month renewal period.
Source: Associated Press of Pakistan, Islamabad
http://www.app.com.pk/en_/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=382733&Ite
mid=1
See also: Business Recorder, Karachi
http://www.brecorder.com/pakistan/politics-a-policy/273648-igamas-0f-950000-
pakistanis-renewed-in-saudi-arabia-sartaj.html

TURKEY
15. Meeting held with Turkish delegation to discuss development of Islamabad on
Turkish model
Islamabad, Wednesday, 27 January 2016
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Pakistan’s state minister for capital administration and development Tarig Chaudhary held
a meeting with Ejder Saricicek and Adbul Orgen, Governor and Deputy Mayor of Koyna,
a Turkish city to discuss the development plan of Islamabad city based on Turkish
development model.

Source: Associated Press of Pakistan, Islamabad
http://www.app.com.pk/en_/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=384683&Ite
mid=2

See also: Dispatch News Desk, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Lahore
http://www.dnd.com.pk/islamabad-capital-territory-to-be-developed-on-turkish-model-dr-
tarig-fazal/105110

See also: The News International, Karachi
http://www.thenews.com.pk/print/94264-1slamabad-to-be-developed-on-Turkish-model
See also: Press Information Department, Government of Pakistan
http://www.pid.gov.pk/press27-01-2016.htm
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